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democratic spirit of the Greek Church has a better illustra-
tion in the election of the patriarchs of Constantinople and
of Alexandria, we may briefly touch on these also. In the
electoral assembly at Constantinople the lay element Is
decidedly preponderant. While the clerical voters range
from twelve to twenty members only5 the laymen should
number seventy-three and represent a great variety of in-
terests.1 Final confirmation of the election must be re-
ceived from the Porte. For centuries after the Turkish
occupation, most of the patriarchs of Alexandria were ap-
pointed by the Patriarch of Constantinople, but the present
incumbent was elected in a truly democratic fashion. The
present procedure is as follows: In the cathedral church
there meet delegates from all over Egypt, chosen as their
representatives by members of the various trades and profes-
sions, who nominate an indefinite number of clergy. The
list of names, thus chosen, is then transmitted to Constan-
tinople for revision by the Porte, representing the suzerain
power, and then is sent back for confirmation by the khedive,
who may create further delay while he consults with the
Porte. From this revised list the electors then choose three
names, which are submitted to the above-named authorities
as before. Finally, from this trio of names one man is
elected. At the election of the present patriarch, Photios,
by an overwhelming majority, there were one hundred arid
sixty-nine electors, including two bishops and many priests,
the rest being laymen. His beatitude is one of the promi-

1 The constitution of the Electoral Assembly at Constantinople is as
follows:

I.    Clerical members.    1. The twelve members of the Holy Synod.
2. The Metropolitan of Hcraclius, who may be a member of the Holy
Synod.    3. Other metropolitans who may be found in the capital

II.    Lay members.    1. The three highest dignitaries of the patri-
archate.   2. The eight lay members of the Mixed Council.    3. Eight
state functionaries, civil and military.   4. The governor of Samos or
his representative.    5. Three representatives from the Danubian prin-
cipalities.   6. The four most distinguished men of learning: as doctors,
lawyers,  professors,  etc.    7. Seven merchants.    8. One banker.    9.
Ten representatives of the most esteemed corporations.    10. Two dele-
gates from the parishes of the capital and the Bosphorus.    11. Twenty-
eight delegates from the provinces.    (See de Jehay, pp. 99-100.)